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ABOUT SIP CERTIFIED

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT?

www.SIPcertified.org

In 1994, the Vineyard Team formed as a collaboration of farmers 
and growers who sought to assess their vineyards’ or wineries’ 
environmental, social and community impact critically and 
objectively. In so doing they developed a set of measurable 
standards which, when met by vineyards and wineries and 
verified by an independent auditor, became the grounds for 
SIP Certified.
                                                                     Today, SIP Certified is 

about great wines, 
healthy vineyards, and 
the wellbeing of workers. When you find 
the SIP Certified seal, you can be assured that growers 
are preserving and protecting the natural environment, 
treating their employees and community with care, and 
have sound business practices with a long-term view that 
protects both the present and the future. Conscientious 
consumers have a choice they can make – one that 
supports both the land and the people that create their 
favorite wines.

We’ve all heard about organic and biodynamic methods, 
but when it comes to comprehensive sustainability 
efforts, SIP Certified is the strictest program of its kind to 
assess the environmental, social, and community health 
of vineyards and wineries. That means SIP Certified wines 
are independently audited according to standards that 
go beyond organics to include not only biodiversity 
and habitat, farm management, soil conservation, and 
integrated pest management but also water quality and 
conservation, energy conservation, air quality, fruit quality, 
social responsibility, continuing education, sound business 
practices and community relations. In short, while many 
SIP Certified wines are also certified organic or certified by 
any number of other organizations, SIP Certification is the 
most rigorous at addressing all resource concerns. 



UNIQUE FACTS ABOUT SIP CERTIFIED

Consumers are asking about environmental performance and 
they want independent verification of the claims. The following 
summarizes what makes SIP Certified unique and important to 
members, buyers and consumers: 

 � SIP Certified is meaningful, measurable, and   
 verifiable. Not everyone can meet the requirements.  
 This will distinguish members from their peers.

 � SIP Certified substantiates practices in place     
 through third-party inspection, providing certification, not self-assessment,    
 of sustainability.

 
 � SIP Certified prohibits the use of high-risk pesticides – differentiating it from other   

 sustainability certifications.

 � SIP Certified addresses the people aspect of   
 sustainability. Customers care how companies treat  
 their employees.

 � SIP Certified provides regulatory relief.

 � SIP Certified allows the seal on the bottle of wine,   
 unlike other sustainable certifications.

 � SIP Certified acres have increased annually since 2008.

 � SIP Certified has millions of cases with the seal on the  
 bottle.  Every year, new brands enter the program, and  
 existing brands increase their portfolio.

 � 90% of SIP Certified participants continue in the   
 program.

 � SIP Certified participants confirm that they have sold  
 fruit, earned a premium for fruit, increased shelf   
 space, garnered favorable press, and 

 received regulatory relief as a result of SIP Certified. 
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TESTIMONIALS

 “We began participating in SIP from day one, frankly because it is 
the right thing to do. This year we were able to sell our grapes 80% 
above the open market because of SIP. It’s like getting paid to do 
the right thing.” - Lino Bozzano, Laetitia Vineyard & Winery

“It is obvious to us in the industry that sustainable wines are 
in high demand and will continue to trend in that direction. 
There are so many wines to choose from in stores and online, 
sustainability certification gives the customer a great reason 
to try something new and to develop loyalty to a winery or 
vineyard they really like.”  - Matt Brain, Baker & Brain         
                      
“When Bristol Farms selected our winery to highlight for April’s Earth Month, they knew 
that they wanted a winery that paid attention to the land where we produced our wines. 
Halter Ranch’s SIP Certification differentiated us as just the kind of winery that Bristol Farms 
was looking to feature. As a result of our sustainable practices, Halter Ranch wines were 
specially displayed in all 12 of the Southern California Bristol Farms stores, highlighting our 
commitment to the environment, our people, and the world we live in.”  - Halter Ranch

“Being Certified Sustainable in the SIP program has really helped us tell the story of the Hope 
Family Vineyard, especially with distributors and customers who want to learn more about our 
vineyard practices.”  - Austin Hope, Hope Family Wines

“Conscientious viticultural and environmental practices, allied to care and education for 
vineyard workers, directly results in better grapes and wines. Farming organically has been a 
great thing; we have very healthy vines producing fruit that shows true to its varietal character 
and Highlands’ local. The SIP Certification takes things to the next level, emphasizing our 
overall, long-term belief in being a good business, a good neighbor, and a good steward of 
the land.”  - Dan Lee, Morgan Winery

“Producing premium quality winegrapes sustainably is extremely rewarding. Now that we are 
constantly looking for better ways to do things, our wines, and our margins just keep getting 
better and better.”  - Andy Mitchell, Hahn Family Wines            
                                                   
“The SIP Certification program has added value to our wines allowing us to demonstrate to 
our buyers my family’s long standing commitment to sustainable farming and practices.” 
- John Niven, Niven Family Wines

“One of my ranch’s regulatory burdens was reduced because of our SIP Certification.  It is an 
important recognition by the Regional Water Quality Control Board to qualify the program’s 
ability to be a leader in protecting surface and groundwater.”
 - Jim Stollberg, Maverick Farming
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